
 

Bible Helps    Church and State 
 
 

1. The state is instituted by God.  

Romans 13:1: Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is  

no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.   
 

2. As the church we must honor our leaders. 

1 Peter 2:17:  Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 
 

3. As the church we must obey our leaders. 

Romans 13:1-2: Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities… 2 Therefore  

whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will  

bring judgment on themselves.  
 

4. The state has a two-fold purpose. 

Romans 13:3-4, 6-7: He is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who  

practices evil… Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs  

to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 
 

5. We must pray for our leaders. 

1 Timothy 2:1-2: Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are  

in authority. 
 

6. As the church we are to be making disciples. 

Matthew 28:19-20: Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 

all things that I have commanded you. 
 

7. Remember that our culture, and by default, the state will get increasingly 

wicked. 

2 Timothy 3:1-2: But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men 

will be lovers of … 
 

8. As the church we are pilgrims and strangers in this land. 

1 Peter 2:11: Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which 

war against the soul. 
 

9. We are headed for an even better country than the USA. 

Hebrews 11: 16: For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland.   But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  


